[Clinical application of a modified small posterolateral thoracotomy in general thoracic surgery].
To assess the application of a modified thoracotomy approach in general thoracic operation. 311 general thoracic operations were performed using a modified small posterolateral thoracotomy surgical procedures included lobectomy plus lymph nodes dissection in 186, pneumonectomy in 23, esophagectomy for esophageal cancer in 23. The modified method of thoracotomy had following advantages: (1) reduce postoperative morbidity; (2) reduce bleeding and bank blood transfusion; (3) shorter operating time. This study suggested that the modified small posterolateral thoracotomy have some advantages than standard approach. It should be used in some selected thoracic operations.